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Minutes 

 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 11th of July 2017 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted member 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 

Alan Till  (AT) : Earith PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : HCV Group 

Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton and Wyton PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Action on Traffic 

Julie Dew  (JD) : Hemingford Grey PC 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

Apologies had been received from Jean Chandler and Jill Tavener. 
Welcome to Dave McCandless who has been appointed as RSC representative for Wyton-on-the-Hill, Mr 
Alan Till from Earith PC and Julie Dew representing Hemingford Grey PC. 
 
ML: Said she was surprised that Wyton on the Hill PC had not informed NB  that he was no longer their PC 
representative on the RSC.  
 
Action:  To write to the chair of  WoH  expressing the committee’s disapproval of  the manner in which the 
appointment was made. 
 
It was further agreed that NB should continue to attend as a co-opted member as his contribution to this 
committee is greatly valued.  

 
2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 9th  May 2017 

 
Proposed:  NB  Seconded:  JN. All in favour. 

 



3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

Guided Bus Speeds:  

There has been another Guided Bus accident. The Driver was sacked for speeding. Is there any role for 
RSC here? 
JN: It’s not  a public road. It’s CCC land so the normal traffic rules don’t apply.  
AB: Third party involvement is not being recognised. CCC will not check speeds so the situation is not 
being monitored.  
. 
Action: OM to write. AB proposed. NB seconded. 
 
Guided Bus Crossing: 
OM had emailed Jo Challis about the traffic lights. She has passed the query on and said someone would 
contact us if anything can be done. So far no-one has. 

 
CS said he had similar problems in getting responses from CCC. 
Action: OM to go back to Jo Challis on this. 
JN: All highways teams have changed around and have different areas. 
 
Kings Ripton Junction: 
ML reported that she had contacted Steve Criswell on this matter and had left it with Ros Townsend to 
follow up. 

 

4. Correspondence 
 
None 

 
5. TruCam Trial 

 
DM said that there are now very few speeding enforcement sessions. Camera vans are used 85% of time 
at KSI sites and they are manned by civilians. They have letters stating they only operate the equipment.  
 
Police officers are the only ones who can stop traffic. Laser guns are used to deter.  
But if you combine the camera van and the laser gun then you have a mechanism that takes a photo that is 
admissible in court. The SD card from the TruCam device is sent straight to the ticketing office. There are 
no overheads for the police.  
DM has put a proposal to the PCC who approved it if the police will use it. The case was also put to the 
Assistant Chief Constable  and he is mulling it over. If the RSC would get behind it and nudge him that 
would help. The cost is £7,500 per device. 
AB: Another bonus is that with a laser you need to be able stop cars where it is safe but with Trucam this is 
not necessary. In Hilton for example there’s nowhere safe that you can stop drivers. 
ML: What about privacy? 
AB: Can’t see any issue here. 
DM: Trucam is already being used in lots of places by PCSOs. 
NB: My concern is that Roadwatch is not involved as a company in selling or promoting it.  
JD: How many devices are you looking at and who is funding it? 
DM: It was supposed to be funded by the PCC but he has now reneged on that. But it is irrelevant. We can 
get funding by other means such as crowdfunding. 
AT: Can we get testimonials? 
AB: From my experience CCC are not very pro-active and are resistant to new ideas. Eg. Dashcam 
evidence is not being used although it is in other places. 
DM: Our main concern is to get PCSOs doing something to protect our communities. 
 



The proposal is that the RSC write in support a trial. CS proposed,  JN seconded. 3 in favour. Rest 
abstained. 
Action:  OM to write a letter to the PCC. 

      DM : Stated that he had no financial interest of any kind in the transaction. 
 
 

6. Road Accident Statistics 2016 
 
The quarterly and annual casualty figures are compiled by police forces and analysed by the DfT. There is 
a schedule for presentation of the figures throughout the year. The figures for 2016 were due to be 
released in June but there was a message on the DfT website that said: 

“The planned release of Reported road casualties in Great Britain, main results: 2016 on 29 June 2017 

has been postponed to 28 September 2017. 

The publication has been postponed following a delay in the supply of data from some data providers. 

The main results will now be incorporated into the annual report publication Reported road casualties in 

Great Britain, annual report: 2016 published in September 2017. 

As a consequence of the delay, the department will not be publishing quarterly figures in Reported road 

casualties in Great Britain, provisional estimates: January to March 2017, previously scheduled for 

August 2017. The next quarterly publication is expected in October, covering the period January to June 

2017 (quarter 1 and 2) 
 
OM said this failure was a disgrace because the subject at hand was so serious. The annual figures for 
2015 reported 2015 fatalities and 22137 serious injuries. This is not a trivial topic.  
 
A question regarding this failure was asked in parliament by Baroness Randerson. The question was; 

 
Department for Transport 
HL270 
Her Majesty's Government which agencies failed to report statistics on road casualties to the 
Department for Transport in time for the scheduled publication of Reported Road Casualties for 
October 2016 to March 2017; and what reasons were given by those agencies for their failure to 
report on time.  

    
       The DfT have not yet responded but the answer will be circulated when it becomes available. 
 

CS : We should contact  the charity BRAKE to see what they are doing about this. 
Action: OM to write to the DfT to complain.  

 
ML: Had a similar problem getting any new information from the police website.  The last entry was May.  
CS: The police are under serious pressure. He has a daughter in the CID.  

 

7. Cromwell Place Crossing 
 
CS has indicated to Rianna where the safe place for a crossing is. The suggested spot is at the bulge about  

20m from the junction. There is nowhere else that it can go in reality.  
JD: Agreed with CS regarding the place it should go. 

. 

8. Planning 
 

LC: Giffords Farm will not be permitted for housing development but may be allowed for industrial use. A 
Traffic survey is needed. Wyton is not in the plan. There are time constraints from the government.  The 
local plan is on the website for consultation. 



JN: There is a Pathfinder House presentation later in the month. 
BB: If they go for industrial use they should at least have routing agreements. If not it will just encourage 
more HCVs through the villages. CCC seem to ignore routing agreements. Eg. Sutton power station.  
 
CS: Can’t see the difference if it’s housing or industrial if it’s not in the actual plan it can’t be developed. 
BB: If parish councillors go to these presentations can they reinforce the message about routing 
agreements for HCVs. 

 
9. . Review of Watching Items 

 
Item 5. Earith Junction:  
JN : Said that the PC had not  yet got the plans for the new traffic calming. There is no news on Minnaars 
although they have drawn up a list of requirements. 
NB: What is the calming being proposed? 
JN: Trying to slow traffic in the High Street. We can’t have pinch points because  the road is  too busy. 
They will move the 30 mph sign and get rid of the 60mph limit at the east end of the village. 
 
Item 6. Low Road:  
 
JD: Just a suggestion, but on the approach from the Hemingfords towards the guided bus can we have a 
sign saying ‘queues likely’.  
NB: Are there traffic light signs already? 
Action:   OM to ask Rianna to look into this. 
 
Item 49: Morrisons:   
 
BB: There will be an Aldi as well as a Morrisons. 
CS: The Aldi is going in Old London Road not near Morrisons.  
ML: Some work is being done next to the Marsh Harrier. Anyone know what it is? 
CS: There is a Subway going in at the corner next to the Marsh Harrier.  
 
Item 50: Vegetation Cutting: 

 
OM said that Robin Waters had reported a problem with vegetation in Hemingford Grey to CCC asking for 
urgent attention. There is a narrow footpath in Manor Road with overhanging vegetation which is  forcing 
pedestrians into the roadway. An elderly pedestrian had recently fallen into the road at this point.  
 
LC: Had also put in a complaint about vegetation in guttering.  
ML: The Ouse valley way was also overgrown. A contractor is now doing this but the cleared path is very 
narrow. 
  
Uncut vegetation is an increasingly dangerous problem with authorities passing the buck. 

 

10. Reports from members 
 

JC, Co-opted (by email) 
 
Please  tell everyone about the AGM in September. CS to please bring a financial statement to that 

meeting. Also has anyone asked St. Ives TC for a grant. Finally does anyone know about a Mick George 

proposal to build a waste reprocessing plant on the old Hemingford Golf course. 

JD: Hemingford are aware. Her husband will be speaking against this proposal. If it was allowed to happen 
it could generate perhaps 200 HCV movements a day. 

 



AB: The Mick George self-imposed 20mph limit has had a great effect. All his lorries are obeying it. But 
A14 construction traffic is going through the village. They have been reported. But how do you identify 
them?  
 
LC, Houghton 
We can have a new bus stop but only if we pay for it.   
 
ML, Bluntisham  
The Speedwatch plans in the village have fallen apart.  
 
(DM did approach the PCC that parishes were being forced to buy their own kit. This problem has now 
been addressed) 
 
JD, Hemingford Grey:    
 
The Vine Road drop kerbs work has been completed. The Manor Road works have been signed off by 
HDC and CCC. 

 
A lady contacted the Neighbourhood watch scheme about a road safety presentation for the local school 
on the YES estate. The Headmistress has now got the police to come along, so for the moment we are just 
monitoring the situation. (JN: Schools have to request a visit). 
One individual asked if the RSC would get behind the provision of a  sign where the minor works have 
been done in Hemingford Grey. A Give Way sign is needed. Just monitor this at the moment.  

 
JN, Earith:  
. 
Police were called to a collision between two cars on the A1123 near Earith just before 7:00 pm on Friday 
7th July. Fire and ambulance crews, including an air ambulance, were called to assist, and two injured 
people were taken to hospital. The road was closed for a time as the emergency services dealt with the 
situation and the damaged vehicles were towed away. Finally the road was open again by 9:30 pm. 

 
DM, WoH: 
 
The speeding report covered the period 1st January 2017 to 11th of July 2017.  There were 126 sessions in 
29 villages which showed that on average 30% of traffic was speeding. 374 letters were sent to commercial 
companies. This idea came from Wendy Oldfield.  85% of companies reply to letters. People driving 
dangerously can be reported on the police web site and we do that. So far we have had 5 asbos issued. 
Since we started in 2015 we have monitored many thousands of vehicles and the percentage and level of 
speeding is increasing.  
Investing  in Speed Indicating Devices (SIDs) is effective and people do take notice of them. The one we 
got from Mick George for Colne Road has been very effective. They are much better at reducing speed than 
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) which don’t show actual speeds.   
WoH would like a standing item to have the whole area reduced to 40mph. Sawtry Way is derestricted. 
They have not yet made an application to do that. (Add to watching items). 
 
The speeding data summary is appended to these minutes. 
 
DM also read a report of a road fatality that occurred on June 7th on Sawtry Way. The victim was a male 
pedestrian who was hit by a car while crossing the road. As a consequence WoH will  be seeking a change 
in the speed limit along Sawtry Way to  50mph  where it is currently the National Speed Limit NSL and from 
50mph  to 40mph  from the RAF Roundabout to where the 50mph currently finishes.   
 
NB: When I was on the WoH council we applied for a 40mph and we were turned down. 
 
DM responded that  at the time there had not been a death along there so the case now was regrettably 
stronger. 



 
LC: Are you aware the parish boundary goes down the centre of the road. So please consult our PC about 
it.  

 
CS:  Fenstanton.  
There is a rat run at Acacia Avenue to avoid Houghton Hill traffic. This road is used by lots of children going 
to/from school. There are no stop or white lines at the junction with Elm way. Will take this up with Rianna. 

 
 

11.  Items for Further Consideration 
 

AB:  Will pursue the issue of accepting dashcam evidence. 
CS: The HDC consultation on car parking has been released.  
DM: As I was going to St.Ives down Houghton Hill I saw that the cycle path was blocked by red/white 
obstacles put there by developers. Some children had to go on the road to avoid them which was 
dangerous. Barratts are the developers at the site. I will look further into this problem. 

 
 

12. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday September 12th 

Tuesday November 14th 

Tuesday January 9th 



 
 

 


